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HEAVEN
STAIRWAY TO 

This triplex Kolkata apartment by Spaces and Design has  
Bauhaus motifs, Nordic forms and Japanese-inspired paintings,  

but the real crown jewel is the staircase

Steeped in mint and grey 
tones, the den has a cosy 

work area strategically 
placed near a window, 

with plenty of natural light 
streaming in
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(OPPOSITE PAGE) A circular wood dining table and 
jet black chairs anchor the dining area, while a circular 
chandelier illuminates the setting. Furnishings are from 
Skipper Furnishings.

hen Karan and Supreet Singh 
decided to remodel their 
triplex apartment, they could 
hardly have imagined that the 
staircase would emerge as the 
shining star. “We wanted an 
aesthetic that was colourful, 
yet cosy. Considering we 
already had another home 

in the building, we had a fair idea about potential layouts and 
structures. Still, the staircase, rather serendipitously, took on 
a life of its own,” says Karan, who, along with Supreet, roped 
in Pooja Bihani of Spaces and Design (whose team included  
Anjana Chatterjee and Samrat Roy) to give the property a charac-
terful makeover. 

Indeed, with its waterfall edges, ripple-effect treads 
and sculptural flourishes, the staircase is the first thing you 
notice when you walk inside. “Inspired by nature, it acts as the 
centrepiece that ties the home together,” shares Pooja, adding, 
“It was cast with terrazzo in situ, in what turned out to be an 
impossibly laborious process that paid off in the end.” But as you 
venture deeper, it’s obvious that the staircase is but a tantalising 
prelude to what lies ahead.

The interior looks like it could have tumbled out of a Bauhaus 
art gallery — if Bauhaus art galleries also held houses. But there 

W are also references to other parts of the world: Japanese-style 
botanical paintings, Nordic artworks, and circular and curvi-
linear forms à la Zaha Hadid and Antoni Gaudi. “Each floor  
is visually connected to the other two, so you can enjoy an  
uninterrupted view of each element from wherever you’re 
standing,” says Pooja.

For its zen-like qualities, the project was not without its 
challenges. “It was a mega restoration exercise,” Pooja admits. 
“The building was rather old. The walls were all crooked and 
misaligned. All the beams and columns were exposed. The only 
solution in sight was to incorporate double walls to correct the 
alignment and straighten the structure.” The move turned out to 
fill two needs with one deed. “Besides bolstering the build, it also 
meant that we could accentuate the walls with deep decorative 
niches, which would otherwise have been outrageously expensive 
to execute.” 

In the evening light, the home assumes an almost medita-
tive avatar. “We wanted it to be a sanctuary far removed from 
the hustle and bustle of the city,” says Pooja. “For an apartment 
in the heart of Kolkata, it really is the ultimate urban oasis.” ♦ 

spacesanddesign.com
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The staircase is defined by waterfall 
edges, ripple-effect treads and 
sculptural flourishes. “Having grown 
up in a split-level house in Kolhapur, 
the staircase has always held a special 
significance for me. Giving it pride 
of place was my way of invoking its 
familiar magic,” says Pooja.

The den has nine circular niches that highlight the wall, serving as aesthetic storage 
devices for books and decorative objects. The room also houses a bespoke sofa by 
NH48, rug from Jaipur Rugs, furnishings from Skipper Furnishings. The lights and 
artwork were respectively sourced from Aeric Global and The Artemist.

The monochrome palette of 
this powder room makes a 

modish style statement
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With wallpapered niches, 
hushed accents and arched 

doorways, the master bedroom 
is an art-filled jewel box. “The 

balcony was created in an effort 
to align the layout since it was 
irregularly shaped. We added 

some lanterns and greenery for 
some extra pizazz,” says Pooja. 

The rug is from Jaipur Rugs; 
furnishings are from Skipper 

Furnishings. Lights were sourced 
from Aeric Global.
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The living room brims with curvilinear installations, 
charcoal finishes, sinewy furniture and whimsical 
Bauhaus motifs. “We used a lot of sage green to 
inject freshness into the space. And the alcoves, 
hand-painted by The Artemist, are the couple’s 
favourite design feature,” says Pooja. The backless 
chair was designed by Spaces and Design, and 
created on site by Imagination Unlimited. The rug 
is from Jaipur Rugs; furnishings are from Skipper 
Furnishings. The lighting was custom-made by 
Lumiere Lampshades & Chandeliers. 
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The second-floor powder room is a pic-
ture of quirk, with Minion-like characters 

animating the walls. “The basin, walls and 
floor were cast with terrazzo in situ. As 

for the illustrations, those were inspired 
by my son’s happy doodles,” says Pooja.
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inspired 
picks

Large ceramic 
vase from H & M, 

sa.hm.com

Velvet curved sofa 
from Wooden Bazar, 
woodenbazar.com

Moroccan striped 
hand-tufted 

woollen rug from 
Obeetee, 

obeetee.in

Dogo chair from 
Alankaram, 

alankaram.in

Half moon wood 
cupboard door 

handle from Mosaic 
Art House, 

mosaicarthouse.com

Maverick side 
table from 
Home4u, 

home4u.in

Summer Breeze 
wallpaper from 
Kalakaari Haath, 

kalakaarihaath.com
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